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Abstract

Academic writing is one of the most essential skills that educators should have since writing has
been part of teaching profession. The process of revising a paper was a completely different experience.
The researcher got to see a different perspective in writing that one might not have experienced or even
encountered before. Connectivism is a learning theory that is evident for learners in the digital age. Since
information is readily available from various online sources, this theory suggests that learners must connect
and combine thoughts, theories, and general information using technology in a useful manner. As an
integral part of an educator, one must be able to teach learners on how to obtain credible, reliable, and valid
source of information. Though academic writing has been part of teachers’ performance appraisal and
evaluation, educators should also see writing as an avenue to strengthen their skills and widen their
perspective, not only for professional growth but also for personal growth. Educators as a researcher then
can contribute to strengthening a community with an authentic and valid source of information, which can
facilitate and arouse the critical thinking skills of the learners amidst the world of disinformation
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INTRODUCTION

Writing an article hasn't been a thing for me. Academic writing is one of the most essential skills
that educators should have since writing has been part of teaching. 1 did not imagine myself writing a formal
paper that required in-depth analysis and experience. However, as | started revising my paper, the presence
and support | received from my peer reviewer encouraged me not to stop improving. Somehow, it also
motivates me to try and learn new things that will make me a better writer, as this publication believes that
every educator is a writer.

The process of revising my paper was a completely different world. 1 got to see a perspective in
writing that | haven't experienced or even encountered before. The lessons I learned from all the revisions
received and the recommendations to be reflected helped me build the confidence to take another challenge,
writing my "Teacher's Notes".

Being exposed to a field of work that requires continuous reading and learning made me think and
feel that 1 was gaining enough. Enough to impart and share with our learners and even to my colleagues.
However, as | continue with this writing journey, | came to this question: “Is this "enough thing" enough
for me and my student as an educator and a professional"?
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LITERATURE

It is widely believed that we have a responsibility to set an example for our current and future
students by engaging in writing ourselves (Cummins et al., 2019). As 21st-century learners are digital
natives (Prensky, 2001) who are exposed to various sources of information, they can combine previous
information with current information to create new meanings and understandings (Siemens, 2004), a
perspective in education that is true to Connectivism.

Connectivism is a learning theory that is designed for the digital age (Rice, R. 2018). Since our
learners are exposed to different kinds of information that are readily available with just one click, teachers
play a vital role in promoting critical thinking among our learners as the spread of disinformation becomes
more rampant in social media (Baron, 2021). With that, we can contribute to creating an environment that
will provide real and authentic information through writing. If an educator has meaningful insights, it is
very rewarding to share them with our learners (Henson, 2003). This will be accomplished through the
professional article where our students can relate this new information to their prior understanding. There
has been a debate whether Connectivism is a learning theory or an instructional theory however, it’s clear
that advancement in technology has changed how learners learn in the classroom as well as outside of the
classroom (Rank, P. 2019).

According to a 2015 study, 87% of college students reported that they used a laptop every week
for schoolwork, while 64% reported using their smartphone for schoolwork, connectivism allows a teacher
and a learner to validate what they’re doing, so knowledge can be spread more quickly through multiple
societies (Western Governors University, 2021). However, it could be quite challenging for an early-stage
researcher to come up with a good paper. Even an experienced writer sometimes experienced barrier such
as lack of motivation and writer’s block (Goalbook,2022). Teachers with strong characters often received
positive feedback which encouraged them to develop as writers, while teachers challenged with the process
of writing often received negative feedback which deterred them from writing (Daniels, S., & Beck, P.,
2019). It is believed that effective teacher-writers demonstrate active participation in the writing process
and are considered effective if they can model and share their writing (Thornton, A., 2010). Though
academic writing has been part of teachers’ performance appraisal and evaluation in the Philippines, it is
suggested that educators must engage in writing to strengthen their skills and widen their perspective, not
only for professional growth but also for personal growth and fulfillment.

INSIGHTS

Academic writing is one of the most important skills that educators should master since writing is
one of the most important aspects of teaching. Though teachers have been exposed to various forms of
writing, the skills required to write academic papers are quite difficult to master. Also, while most educators
have many things on their plate, finding time to practice and develop their writing skills is another thing to
consider. Continuing professional development is also a commitment that teachers must engage with.
Training, workshops, and seminars are a few of the avenues where educators could easily engage to acquire
the latest insights and developments necessary to be updated in an education system. Moreover, learning
and mastering the subject matter needed to teach is expected from teachers. Getting ahead of the students
is a must. However, is having this knowledge and skills that teachers obtain from reading and mastering
the topics that are needed to cover for a discussion enough to make the teaching profession rewarding and
fulfilling? Participating and practicing writing an academic paper could be overwhelming and challenging,
but the reward after an accomplished output brings a different level of fulfillment. Building a community
of literacy, especially in this time of misleading information dominating, through writing is an important
role an educator and as a researcher must do.
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What is a Teacher’s Notes?

A Teacher’s Notes is a peer-reviewed publication that provides a description, narration, exposition, or argumentation
of any knowledge, beliefs, practices, values, and even readings of a teacher, supervisor, school head, supervisor,
school manager, private educator, and any individual involved in the teaching-learning process. Teacher’s Notes as
form of publication of the Journal of Innovative Teaching and Contextualized Education aims to provide an avenue
for educators to fully express an idea in a way that ‘mentally stored insights’ are opened for public reading. This
JITCE type of publication believes that every educator is a writer.
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