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Abstract 

The effectiveness of guided writing strategy in improving the news writing skills was 

investigated in this action research. Its specific goal was to determine the students' level of performance 

in writing news stories applying guided writing strategy prior to as a teaching method, and the significant 

difference in their performance before and after using the intervention. This study used the Quasi-

experimental method. This method aims to identify the effect of a particular intervention. The researcher 

focused on the BSEd English students of Pangasinan State University Lingayen Campus as the 

respondents in the study. The teacher used a rubric in determining the level of news writing skills of the 

students prior and after the implementation of the intervention. The study was conducted in the second 

half of the academic year 2021-2022. There were 20 respondents in this study. Based on the results of 

the study, it shows that the performance of the students after the intervention improve. It could be seen 

in the result that the t-value of -1.455 with a table t value of 1.729 is lesser than the level of significance 

set at 0.05. This means that the null hypothesis is rejected; thereby, this implies that there is a significant 

difference on the performance of BSEd English students in news writing skills on their pre-test and post-

test. Further, this suggest that the intervention is effective. 
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INTRODUCTION  

 

 "No law shall be passed abridging the freedom of speech, of expression, or of the press, or the right 

of the people peaceably to assemble and petition the government for redress of grievances," according to 

Article 3, Section 4 of the Philippine Constitution of the Republic of 1987. Republic Act No. 7079, also 

known as the Campus Journalism Act of 1991 (CJA), was adopted to reinforce this law, ostensibly to defend 

and protect press freedom on college and to foster the development and growth of campus journalism, as 

stated in its statement of policies. 

 Campus Journalism plays a huge part in Philippine Education. Campus journalism according to 

Hayes (1994) as cited by Cubillos (2021) serves as a training ground for students interested in pursuing a 

career in journalism. The campus or school newspaper is important not only because it exposes aspiring 

journalists to what goes on in the newsroom, but it also polished students' interpersonal skills. Bulusan 

(2019) Both news and opinion should be based on truth but there is usually conflict in the latter precisely 

because of the fact that oneôs opinion is based mainly on feelings and belief. However, to be able to be a 

good writer one must possess skills in writing.  

 Writing is one of the four language skills which is just as important as the other three skills.  The 

teaching and acquisition of English as a foreign language has increasingly focused on these four 

competencies as cited by Martarini N. et al (2020). It's more about the process than the product when it 

comes to teaching writing. According to Byrne (1988) as cited by Martarini N. et. al (2020) writing entails 

more than simply arranging letters to form words, phrases, or paragraphs and it is a difficult skill to master. 

It entails a number of elements, including vocabulary and syntax, text organization, meaning clarity, and 

concept coherency. 

 Writing according to Wich (2006) as cited by Martarini N. et al (2020) is a useful skill that requires 

a lot of practice and rehearsal on a daily basis. It suggests that in order to produce good writing, the writer 

must go through a lengthy process. A well-written product requires at least four processes from the writer: 

prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing. Prewriting is the process of brainstorming ideas for writing 

themes. The next step is drafting, which involves putting the ideas into a series of sentences to form a 

paragraph; the third step is revision, which involves the writer revising the craft of writing; and the fourth 

step involves the writer reviewing the entire text to see if there are any remaining errors in the written 

product. If there are no further errors, the writing can be published. 

 However, in reality, the students' journalistic writing ability is poor. The majority of them are 

unable to meet those criteria. This condition was seen in a number of indications. The researcher discovered 

that the students have certain writing challenges based on the observation data. They lacked vocabulary 

mastery, struggled with tenses, struggled with acceptable grammar and sentence structure mastery, and 

struggled to organize their thoughts especially in writing news story. 

 According to the researcher's pre-research observations, students had the following issues with 

writing: (1) they lacked vocabulary mastery; (2) they lacked grammar and sentence structure mastery; (3) 

they were unable to explore and express their ideas in a good writing of news story; and (4) they were 

unable to begin writing especially the lead. The researcher used an approach to assist students in reinforcing 

their journalistic writing skills.  

  It is necessary to employ guided writing strategy in teaching journalistic writing. In guided writing 

strategy, an educator works with a group of students on a writing assignment. The task's objectives are 

based on what they've learned about the writing process so far. Guided writing is intended to assist students 
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with this psychologically and cognitively challenging activity. Guided writing can be fully utilized by 

providing learners with the necessary language to complete the work in collaboration with the teacher or 

lecturer. 

 Apart from that, both the lecturer and the students benefit from guided writing strategy. The first is 

that guided writing allows the lecturer to adapt the teaching material to the needs of the group; the second 

is that the lecturer is able to observe and respond to the needs of the students; and the third is that this 

method facilitates individual student teaching and learning. Students benefit from this strategy because it 

encourages them to be active participants in writing conversations and increases their confidence. As a 

result, the researcher hypothesized that guided writing strategy could help students enhance their skills in 

writing news story.  

 In guided writing, teachers have the opportunity to shape studentsô attitudes and promote 

motivation in their writing experience (Hall & Axelrod, 2014). This raises their self-efficacy which relates 

to studentsô intrinsic motivation to persist in overcoming their challenges and completing their writing task. 

Froiland and Oros (2014) found that intrinsic motivation, perceived competence, and classroom 

engagement as longitudinal predictors of adolescent reading achievement. Additionally, guided writing can 

promote collaborative discussions within the group setting by allowing them to verbalize what they are 

doing and the challenges they are facing during the session. Students can be motivated by sharing ideas 

with their peers or even coming up with an idea of their own. 

 Based on the explanation above, the studentôs condition, and the needs to improve student's new, 

the researcher decides to use guided writing to improve skills in writing news stories. 

1.1 Review of Related Literature 

 

  (Daniôs 2014) study entitled ñImproving Writing Skills through Guided Writing of the Eight Grade 

Students of SMPN2 Selat in Academic Year 2013/2014ò aimed to facilitate and to provide guidelines in 

writing. (Dani, 2014) noticed that many students fail to reach the standard score for the daily tests which is 

70. The researcher selected the 27 eigth grade students of SMPN 2 Selat section E consisting of 11 females 

and 16 males. The action research was conducted in India in a classroom at SMP N 2 Selat 2. The session 

was divided into two cycles (cycle I and cycle II) and each cycle consisted of four interconnected activities, 

namely: Planning (P), Action (A), Observation (O), and Reflection (R). Within the cycles as a series of tests 

such as a pre-test before a cycle starts and a post-test after every cycle. The researcher acted as observer 

and observed the situation. After the interconnected activities, the research conducted an interview. The 

data collected in the pre-test showed 48.40 errors meaning the studentsô writing skill were relatively low. 

The researcher also observed that most of the students looked confused and were not confident to write a 

paragraph. There were some problems in their writing ability such as the lack of vocabulary, the problem 

in writing grammatical sentences, spelling, punctuation, and limited vocabulary. When the researcher 

conducted cycle I and cycle II, the learners gained the mean figures of 61.66 and progressing mean figure 

of 77.81 respectively showed that their writing ability had improved after the intervention. In the qualitative 

aspect, the research reports the students were highly motivated in learning writing through guided writing 

because (62.78%) answered ñAò with the description of ñstrongly agree.ò 


